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The Senate met at 10:03 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the
State of Georgia.

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O Lord, our God, thank You for per-
mitting us to bear witness to Your
glory. May our lawmakers with their
words and actions prompt people to
glorify Your Name.

Give our Senators the wisdom to
foresee the dangers ahead and take pre-
cautions. As they listen to the voice of
conscience, may our legislators rev-
erently seek to fulfill Your purposes on
Earth. Remind them often that all
things are possible by faith and
through fervent prayer. Today, con-
tinue to guide them as they dedicate
themselves to strive to honor You.

We pray in Your glorious Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 22, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, para-

graph 3, of the Standing Rules of the

Senate

Senate, I hereby appoint the Honorable
RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from
the State of Georgia, to perform the
duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

——
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the
following nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Christopher
Charles Fonzone, of Pennsylvania, to
be General Counsel of the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

FOR THE PEOPLE ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, Act 77
was passed in 2019 by the Pennsylvania
State legislature when Republicans
held the majority in both houses.
Among other voting reforms, the bill
provided for no-excuse absentee voting
and extended registration deadlines.

At the time, Republicans in the State
legislature were operating under the

assumption that mail-in voting would
boost participation among seniors, who
tend to lean Republican. Every single
Republican State senator voted for the
bill. In the State house, 105 Pennsyl-
vania Republicans voted for the bill
and 2 voted no. That was 2019.

Fast forward to 1 year later. Donald
Trump, fresh off a resounding loss from
the 2020 Presidential election, cried
foul and lied—lied—that the election
was stolen from him, like a petulant
child. One of his favorite bugaboos, as
we all know, was mail-in voting.

So a little over a year after 132 Penn-
sylvania Republicans voted for Act 77
with only two against, they introduced
a bill to, you guessed it, repeal Act 77,
a law that Republicans passed while
they were in the majority just a year
before.

There is a rot—a rot—at the center of
the modern Republican Party. Donald
Trump’s Big Lie has spread like a can-
cer and threatens to envelope one of
America’s major political parties. Even
worse, it has poisoned our democracy
and eroded faith in our elections, which
is so detrimental to the future faith
people need to have in this democracy.
And, of course, it became the match
that lit a wildfire of Republican voter
suppression laws sweeping across the
country. Because of one man’s lie, Re-
publicans are now doing the dastardly
act of taking away voting from mil-
lions of Americans—millions of Ameri-
cans—and making it much harder for
them to vote, and many, many, many
will not.

From Georgia to Montana, from
Florida to Iowa, in 14 different States,
through 22 different laws, Republican
State legislatures are conducting the
most coordinated voter suppression ef-
fort in 80 years. And as the example of
Act 77 in Pennsylvania goes to show,
there is no principle behind these laws:
not fraud, not election integrity, not
security, not better election adminis-
tration. The only principle is blatant
partisan electoral advantage aimed at
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